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Chronic Pulmonary Thromboem-
bolism Originating From Left
Forearm Deep Vein Thrombosis:
A Case Report
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Upper extremity deep venous thromboembolism has become increasingly common due to the use of
subclavian venous access. However, forearm deep venous thrombosis is rare. We report a case of chronic
pulmonary thromboembolism originating from left forearm deep venous thrombosis. A 66-year-old woman
was admitted to our hospital because of dyspnea, which had worsened over the previous 2 months.
Echocardiography showed severe right ventricular enlargement and pulmonary hypertension. Perfusion
lung scintigraphy revealed multisegmental perfusion defects. No likely factors responsible for hypercoagu-
lability were found. The patient had a history of left radial fracture and had been treated with external fixa-
tion. Venography of the upper and lower extremities revealed total occlusion of the deep veins of the left
forearm with collateral vessels, but no evidence of other upper or lower extremity venous thrombosis.
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Fig. 1 Echocardiograms in the parasternal short-axis viewl /eft(and apical four-chamber view right[]
showing right atrial and ventricular enlargement with hypertrophy, and flattening of the

interventricular septum
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Fig. 2 Perfusion lung scintigrami! technetium-99 m-macroaggregated albumin($howing multiseg-

mental perfusion defects in the bilateral lungs

ANT O anterior; POS O posterior.
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Fig. 3 Chest computed tomography scan with contrast
medium showing multiple filling defects in the
bilateral bronchopulmonary segmental arteries
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Fig. 4 Venograms of the forearms

A tourniquet was applied to the wrist, and
contrast agent was injected into the dorsal
vein of the hand. Venogram of the right
forearmi] leftUshows the deep veins

O arrows] but venogram of the left forearm

0 rightCshows no deep veins and superficial
veinll white arrowsOwhich flowed into the
deep veins at the elbow levell arrow-
heads]
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