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Abstract

Amrinone, which is used for the treatment of acute congestive heart failure, has vasodilatory and posi-
tive inotropic effects through the increment of intracellular cyclic adenosine monophosphate. Recent in
vitro investigations have shown that amrinone has an endothelium-dependent vasodilatory effect. The pre-
sent study examined whether amrinone shows this endothelium-dependent vasodilatory effect in human
peripheral vessels.

Forearm blood flow during intra-arterial infusion of graded doses(12.5, 25, 50, 100, 200 x g/min) of
amrinone was measured using plethysmography in 10 healthy subjects without organic vascular disease
before and after nitric oxide synthase blocking with N°-monomethyl-L-arginine (L-NMMA, 400 zmol).
The graded dose of amrinone produced progressive increases in amrinone plasma concentrations, and a
dose over 100 xg/min caused amrinone plasma concentrations of more than 1.0 #g/ml. The increase in
forearm blood flow in response to amrinone was significantly depressed after L-NMMA doses of less than
100 2 g/min, but the increase in forearm blood flow during infusion of higher doses (100, 200 z g/min) was
not affected by L-NMMA.

These results suggest that endothelial-derived nitric oxide may partially contribute to amrinone-induced
vasodilation in humans. Thus, the vasodilatory effect of amrinone might be impaired in patients with
endothelial dysfunction.
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Phosphodiesterase (PDE) I [ 3£ T & 4 amrinone |3,
catecholamine & (X %7 5 ¥R (12 & 5 3.0MER & MBI
RIEF & & BreREs, LAESMHIOBREEL LT
L fEbhTwa, KEOMEIIRIERIL, cyclic
adenosine monophosphate (cAMP) 43 % 4 £/ IZfH
ETHILIIED, MEACAMPRES LA S€ T
EFERBOMBEEELTEINTYS, L2 L, &b,
REOMEVRIEBOBFO—D2 L LT, mMEMNEM
R EH 3 D — BB (L 28 3 (nitric oxide: NO) % A L 7= HL5RAE
APRBEhTws., 7y POKEIMRY /i3 MY
DR IME = F 72 in vitro DIRETTIX, NODBEE I
DVWTHETA|MEY LBETHI|MEY LAY,
NO %A Lz BRI DRIEIZOV TRV ELEE
F o T\, —F, in vivo COWENE, Hemida 5¢
BTy PEAVWTEHOMERROENIINT S
amrinone DYEAIZIZMERNE 2§ 5#FE 2w E L
RHBEDNAT, L FTORFRVELTOATOEL
W,

ZIT, BAGESRTVFAES T 74 -5V R
7Lk fEo Tk MR MIKERE 21TV, NOAKK
FHE /i % T amrinone (2 & 5 MLHTE &30 G % L8
L, AFOMmMEIRIER L NEHKRONODES (2D
WTHRES L 72,

MR EFE

BB 1061 (B 106, FH41E17m) 25 E
L, &FlICREBN, REHECODVWTHSHAL,
ERMTORELZRL.

BREZIF25SCTICEREL, MEHELEREAZHE
B & L CEERBEIRIC22GD B 7 — 7 )V (RA-4122,
ARROWH, USA) %, FRRMEBD7-OELG Dk
ElR 12 22G D /1 7 — 7 )V (Angiocath, USA) % &i&EL
oo BT =T NVEBHRIOFTLULEOLEER - 7214,
BAEZ BB L.

LB MT R B L ORBIIRE % #lE L7z
#%, NO AR PHE % [N°-monomethyl-L-arginine (L-
NMMA ) 400 zmol, CLINALFA# (A 1 2)]#&58it%
T amrinone ByRAIIE A V23§ 5 MK &M KIG %
BgL.: —FH, EEORBRICEELZAT—T WV
& DR % 17V EAR I 5 @ amrinone 2 B I % 1T -

7=.

1. RifEMAE & 7k ME R ORE

Bij i L7 & (forearm blood flow : FBF) O ifll%E (&,
Hokanson # (USA) 7V FRE7 7 7 4 —FHlY A7
2 (EC-5 plethysmograph) % Fi\» THIIRPAZEFHUIZ L D
Tol., HEE L DHScmKEDORIHIZA ML A >~
YT hEEL, FEANOMBERZIEDL-OFY
ZHER L D P 712T200mmHg IZHIE L7z, D%
AR DEIRRREZHET 2720, ERICEEL N7
% STV 40mmHg THIE L, LEBEINE  ORTBED A
EMEL)MKE2 RO/, MKEXISHITL3EH
HE L FHE L L, #iknE I (forearm vascular
resistance : FVR) (3 KAH FH B IRIE % Mk & T L T
P oyAR

2. Amrinone D7E A

FRiBARICEE L /27— 7 )V & O, amrinone 12.5,
25, 50, 100, 200 pg/min D& &R % 3 5 MFFFEA
L, BEARGE 25 H%ICIMAPRERNE DD DRI % /£
BONBIRICBELLZAT—F LV EDITV, Fl&HKE
MisE, FKAHEBIREDHE 2T 7.

3. NOEHPRHEZEDNZA

Amrinone 200 x g/min T Ol & % T 14 LT & A5 A
IR 272D %R L7214 (51£15%), L-NMMA 400
ymol & LBIRICEBELA2A T —T VLY 5SHH»
FTEALK. EARTSHHRILVBUORAOEAL
FA%G L, LNMMA #5851 & Rk IC & HE (125, 25, 50,
100, 200 x«g/min) TOIMGE, REBIRE, AF DM
RIREDRIE %17 o 72,

4. IRETRRAR

ZFHEEBINTNG PHLEHERETRLL.
Amrinone ¥ 5- 12 X A Mt E, MEFEMOELDOFE
ERE X GAIE I T 2 paired HRE X TV, L-
NMMA G & TOLBIZREREIC L 5 ZThE (L-
NMMA O # #, amrinone i) O 58O 17V,
Boneferroni/Dunn #5E, 38547 (ANOVA) % 17 o 7=,
WD p<005% b o THEZDHIEL L1-.
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1. Amrinone ) flF/2 % (Fig. 1)

Amrinone O Il # & & (3 7E Al T3 amrinone D {E A
EHICHE - THWML, 100xg/min L EOHETIE,
FKHIZBWT L pugml U LOMPRBENBON. —
J5, BOAHEA SREL 7z TIIAEELZBE (WTh
DBETDH 0.0l pg/mlKil) ZBE SN Loz, ¢
bbb, FRIOFEARETIIEGNEBII LW LA
SNz, L-NMMARSRIRTIE, RAOMmAREIC
HELEIROON L Do 72 (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1 Amrinone plasma concentration before and
after N°-monomethyl-L-arginine (L-NMMA)
administration

Amrinone D MEILRIER & —BELEFE 15

2. Amrinone (Z & 2 MEHR S K UNOAHKAE(C
L3558

L-NMMA #%5-8i #% T ® amrinone /£ A 12 & % KK F
WEIRE, GHEH, MEEB L OCmMERRLOELE
Table 1|2, [iEDHEME% Fig. 212, MEFEIOR
VE % Fig. 312777 . L-NMMA#5-#i% & % amrinone
EAROME, LHABOELERED O 2h o7z, M
i = |3 amrinone % 5-1i 3.31 =0.71 m/min/100 m! > & 25
pg/miniEA T4.12 £1.86, 100 zg/min T5.83 £2.10,
200 . g/min T7.16 £4.80 & BRI ICHEICHEM
L, IMmEEPTIEHE 550 38.1 £6.8 mmHg/ml/min/100 m]
# & amrinone 25, 100, 200 xg/min DEANBETEN
ZN30.0+4.4, 25.114.0, 165 37N BFEICRD
L7.

L-NMMA #% 512, amrinone¥X 58O Mk &1
2.37 £0.39m/min/100m/ & L-NMMA & 5-8i12 50 L TH
20% DB 8, 200 pg/min % B { W OEAE
BIZBWTHL-NMMARSHAEEILERELZRL .
—%, MEERECTIOBRECIBVWTOEREIIE
fli% 7% L 7= (Table 1). Amrinone ¥%5-§i o I 5 & 125t
THHEMELY L-NMMAKSRIETHET S &, L-
NMMA # 5-Ri Tl 12.5, 25, 50 pg/min Z M ZNDE
ANEETI2+7%, 27 £8%, 45 £12% ML 7-DI
LT, L-NMMA#S5#%IZZhZNh2+3%, 4+3%,
11+11% & NOARAERZICIEH BT HH <
nz(9Fnd p<0.01). LA L, 100, 200y g/min D
TEANRE T Z OBIMEIZRA Lz, HErFmici
BEETIE ol (FNFhp=0.1, p=04; Fig. 2).

Table 1 Forearm blood flow (FBF)and vascular resistance (FVR)during intra-arterial infusion of amrinone before

and after L-NMMA administration

) Mean BP Heart rate FBF FVR
?rr;mc.m;e (mmHg) (beat/min) (ml/min/100 m/) (mmHg/m//min/100 mi)
pg/min
Before After Before After Before After Before After
Baseline  90%6 966" 62x16 60115 3.31+0.71 2.37+0.39% 38.1+6.8 48.3+6.7"
12.5 90=£5 98 £+ 8* 6115 63+ 14 391+0.86 241+1.21F 32.9+6.8 45.6+7.2F
25 92+7 96+ 8" 62*14 63112 4.12+1.86* 2.54+0.90% 30.0+4.4* 43.2+5.0f
50 91t7 96t 87 63%13 621+12 427+1.53* 2.69+1.29% 27.6+3.8* 39.6+3.8*F
100 90+7 97+8F 62+13 63+13 5.83+2.10* 3.14+2.3*t 25.1+4.0* 34.0+£3.3*F
200 88t3 94+7 65+18 64113 7.16+4.80* 5.57+2.72* 16.5£3.7* 22.8+2.6*t

Values are mean=+SD. *p<0.05 vs baseline, 'p<0.05 vs before L-NMMA.

BP=blood pressure. Other abbreviation as in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 2 Percentage changes of FBF during intra-arterial
infusion of amrinone before and after L-NMMA
administration
* p < 0.05 vs before L-NMMA.

Abbreviations as in Fig. 1, Table 1.

MEEHLD WA= b amrinone 12.5, 25, 50 xg/min D
BT, .L-NMMAKSRiIZZhEN, 10+3%, 18+
5%, 28 £10% DML %R L72H, L-NMMA#KE#
ZFNEFN3 1%, 714%, 12+10% & NO &R FHEH]
WKHLTERIKEL /R L. 100, 200 xg/min DE
ANRETIINOGHHERMZ N EN39 +£14%, 50 £
17% D MERILO B % 82D 72755, NOBKHENF
Biiaroheh ol (FNEN36E13%, 47115%;
Fig. 3). 744 %, amrinone 50 yg/min LLF DKV i
BETIENO BEAE % A L 72 L8 AR ARTE 14 o I Sk R A
FOBEHH S HTH - 7257, 100 xg/min Ll EDE
BRETRFAKOEMIEIH S 00, MENEHEKD
NODMS-IIAHTH o 7.

% =

SEORFOPTROSERELZITRIL, L-NMMA IZ
& U amrinone (2 & % i i I 5 & B 0 2R A5 E0H] & L7z
ZLiZHB. L-NMMA X, MEPREHEREINO DA
BEREZBERNICHEET 2 EHTHL. ThEHKETS
ZEiZkYy, MENEHRONOAK ZTHIT, NOI
LA MEWREAEZEET A2 LPMONTVES, L-
NMMA #5-#%1Z amrinone (= & 5 [ L3R F A5
SNz Z &, amrinone DIMMEILRIEAICMEHNK %
L7ENOAMMET B I LERL TS,

Amrinone (ug/min)
10 100 300
n " " - 1 J

% change of FVR (%)

QO Before L-NMMA

@ After L-NMMA

Fig. 3 Percentage changes of FVR during intra-arterial
infusion of amrinone before and after L-NMMA
administration
* p < 0.05 vs before L-NMMA.

Abbreviations as in Fig. 1, Table 1.

1. Amrinone DM EHIRIEMIC DV T

PDE I fAE £ C& 5 amrinone &, cAMP D5 % 4F
BOICHET A LICLY, pRBEEKENSTICHIR
ADCAMPiRE%. FA S5, 202X ) FANLOH
T, LHAEAO Ca? REN LR L, LHIUED
PHERL GROMEREZERT Y. —F, mMEFEH
TiE, V)FEHMIEATI A Y BEOBR) VBL%
REL, IFAV T/ F VY OMEEREZETSE
59, 2)B/MNEEAND Ca* DR A A K RE L, M
WCa* KT & 5", 3)Na-K-ATPase % {&MH1L L T
MifafE % B L, Ca" Ml ~NRABTY, &
DEEFIZ & ) MERIEAVERT L SN, T/,
Lee 5% i3, norepinephrine & KCIZ & 5 I & It
(\ZXF9 % amrinone DILIRVEA DREICENH D Z &
o, RAOMENREAEFLE L TCaF ¥ A LD
70y 7EROVERPH AR EERE L TV 5.

—75, amrinone D7z 7 MEFREF & L CIWERN
AR DNO DG RIES TV B DS, WFL
—HLRBAELON TRV, FKIETid Vioom 5
At M TOIBFMEEICED B L -8 /B 2
LEIRY >~ 72 Bl L, NO&MFER % T amri-
none, milrinone, enoximone ? 3 f&3H ¢ PDE I fHEZ |2
A MELRS % BE L, milrinone TIZEE D NO
N LCIRIER S S % 2%, Mo 2#ICIENO XK S
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Lz L7z, invivo TORREI TS, Hemida H¥ 135K
7 v FPERAVWEERT, £50MERIICNT S
amrinone DTEAZIZMEMNE A 5 ONO XS L 2w
kL7

L7 L—HT, Clarke 5'" IZFKEBABIRY > 715t
T 5 AREH O MBE MR ICIE, NEERELMEIC
L THEAEFTAMETKEL oo ERELTW
%. F7z, Mori 2 127 v F O RENRY) > 7IcB
WA O MELRKIGIENO G EERZICEEICK
T¥az xRl F7/2, AURBKEIROMmMER
TRV ERIBLWIHEREBTACWTEANIC LS
NOEAZEHEBEL, ZOEENNOEGHMHEREIZ
L)E2IHH SN B Z L EIR L7z, L#L, invivo
DOWFETIINODEG X BEET A DDIL% L, invitro
The FOMmE%H o> THA & MEANEBEOMS %
mLZHEIE V. SEOFK A ORI, ¥ P Thin
Vivo DIFETH A HETINTITTIIMDTTH 5B,
Amrinone 50 zg/min LT ORHEIZBWTIE, MFKED
BMFIIL-NMMA RS ZICEE ISR L, MEEHT
DOBRVELHEIET LAz, Zhide PRIBmMEICH
VT OARF] O M B PLIRAE M B R O NO FEAE
FESLTWBEIEERLTEY, invivo THHA LI
ENRLOBELBELRLRAOHRE L EbR
5. WEICLVBERFRELZEHICONVTI, EBRY
AT L, #HEELMEOEDE N ENBRYT S
Bbhsds, HHNTIE R,

Amrinone ® NO % 4 L 72 MEILRICO#F & LT
13, ML MR o TR, BED L Z AT,
AHNOFHEIC L o THM L 72 cAMP H*NO 4 % E#
BELTVROTIERVREZEZ LN TSN,
BETHHEEDLDDH MY, WELERBROMETDHS.
SHOBLHDMAEVGHFINS.

2. Amrinone/BEIC L 3 NODEEDHEEIZDOWT

Amrinone 50 ¢ g/min LT DRV TIE, L-NMMA
BEIZLDVMFEDET 2 &L Ehn, KEO
MEERERRSIINOAES LTV I DR SR
7z. —7, 100 xg/min L LD E i EE D amrinone T,
L-NMMA # 5. %1213, %580 & it & meR,
MEETRAE L S IVETHEmIIZED 20D, KWy
BEORLHEXE L, ZOELIEHALITE 2o 7.
FHEDFERIEMori 52 bRLTEY, v b ThDin
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Amrinone O MEYLRIER & —BEbEHE 17

vivo D EEEIZ B> T amrinone D [ & JE5R BUG 2 R 12
5 LzwvEVv). Hemida 5% OMETH 10 xg/kg/
min DEVEETIINOAKBENHE I L o7
DD, 5 pglkg/min DR RE TIE L H O MEIRGLA
NOARPHERMICIZ24% KT Lzizxt L, HERI
9BICHEIETLAZEERLTVA, KO OHKE
1350 2 g/min @ amrinone (2 & 1) 28% O MEIKFLDHA
AL-NMMAHZESHIZ12% (KT LKA 0BRED
—HKLTw5.

K\ i @ amrinone ([ R THVWIBETNO OS5
PHLPThRPo72DIE, BVIBETIINOZA L
MEMERIGA TN o720 TlE kv, BWvig
BETIIARFNC & 0 880 L 7= cAMP O & A 223
5 HEBEN L MEIRRGA, NO %A L MEILRK
BERTIEFITREL, MEAEEZALZNOIIZ L
AMEWERNEE YA L-bD LB SN, 0
72012, NOBRMEEIZLY 756 3h 5 MEWLERK
ICOBRTHABELPICE b hholzbEXLNS,

SEO#ENIL, L-NMMA X BE#ES LTEY, &
VIBE TL-NMMA OFEBPREL o 2FERE LT,
L-NMMA O NO & HEDR RAREMOZB L £ b I
WIS L RO ZEZ bR, ZOHIIDNT, 44
D ERE 12 B\ T L-NMMA #%5-1% 45 53 acetylcholine
ZEBIIRNEA LoD EDBIE . 1To 7. ZOFER,
L-NMMA % 5-Bi1 12l %% 5-1% T 14 acetylcholine {28 3
B IMAEPRFSIE, MEEIZ2WVTI360%1ET L7z,
ZLTZ#D%RIE, L-NMMAFKE #5575 L 455 % It
NTHLBILEELRRVEBOO N h o/, TDTE
25, {KWVIEBE O amrinone (JHER, BVWIEBETIINO
ENLMELRRISPHAL P TR ro72REE L
T, L-NMMA ORZRHZEHORFIITEN L E X
L,

L2L, SEOEIZEWTH 4 X amrinone X5
WX ANODEAZEZIIEHLTESY, 4K
FIZIEPDEMUANDPDE 7 A4 V4 A~OHEEH
bETH-TWVBLEIIBVWTY, KFEDOANS LT
DB R SR/ L IIHEERL V., L) BREOS
WNOARHERIC & 5 Er, F/o3EENZNOD
BER Y, SHRBEICHRFHEMA TV LENHS.
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3. LALBEICH TS amrinone EMEARKE EDH
hhi)

BEOSWILARLICBT A2 ARFOMAER, Mg
& LT5-15ug/kg/min %% 5 L, EHFIBO amrinone
ML 1.0-4.0pug/ml & SNTWVAEY,

SEOKRE T, HEROBE LY 2% ) ERVIEE
26 MEILRRIGIZERD Sz, 2O LIEARFNIHE
RLVBEVRETOFAS, EROERICMR TLE
HWE A6 DNOEAZMNLERICL Y LA mE
AR L TAD TH A WREMZRIEL TS, L
PL—FAT, SEMFEE LIBEHICLL TOALE

=

TIHMENEREIET LTV LOHEDH B,
Tabb, LALETIHERVEETOMEIRERC
NO %4 L7-{E AR 2 WD H 5. 51,
BET SN B NEMELER LN,

b B

EXY, B AIBIT S amrinone D MEILENE
R, MEMNBZHERDNO ORISR S /a3, C
NIFIERAEORECTHOMTH o7z, LALEE
¥ L L CTamrinone # ER T 254, MENEHEIED
ZRTDUENHLEEZ LN

#

B OASEEEL L THEH SN TV 5 amrinone {Z, HIFZA D cAMPEENNIC & b MEHLRIEMH &
BHEIEREZGIERITLINTWVS, FEED in viro DR TIX, RFNIMENE % /L
FMENBREREE L TWR EbHmE SN TS, SEOFFED BAYIE, amrinone D + TOER
MENRIERAIC BT 5, MENEEKFEOREAOEEZRFTT AL ETH 5.

S RISEIRECERELE L2 WERELZBH1061TH 5. Amrinone DHEEHIE A (12.5, 25, 50, 100,
200 xg/min) (2 & B RIBEMFEE MRS %, 7VFAET 57 1 =51 X7 4 %2 FHWTHIEL, NO
EHRHERTH 5 L-NMMA 400 2 mol ¥ 5-Fii 4 T D M FE M SIS DAL % #Et L 72, Amrinone
DA REIZEARICHE L THEML, 100xg/min A EOBEVHEIZB WV TIE1.0 xg/ml U LD M
HRIREFE O, L-NMMARS#I21E, amrinone (CXF ¥ 2 Al M it & O BEMZIL, 50 pg/min LL
TOBERCVHE TITAZICHH S 7225, 100 xg/min L EOEVHE Tld L-NMMA O #2138 5
Tldheh o7,

P ED#ERA, S, amrinone (2 & 5 b MMEWIRIEMICIE, —HTIXMEANEERONO DEE H
Zzbohiz, TOZEPLIMENBEBIEDET L TWAERTIE, RHN & 5 MEILRIEHE 2B
LTWABTEEEARIE I .

J Cardiol 1999; 33(1): 13—19

X ®

1) Levy JH, Bailey JM: Amrinone: Its effect on vascular
resistance and capacitance in human subjects. Chest 1994 ;
105: 62—64

2) Mori K, Takeuchi S, Moritoki H, Tsuchiya K, Nakaya Y,
Matsuoka S, Kuroda Y : Endothelium-dependent relaxation
of rat thoracic aorta by amrinone-induced nitric oxide
release. Eur Heart J 1996; 17: 308—316

3) Vroom MB, Pfaffendorf M, van Wezel HB, van Zwieten P:
Effect of phosphodiesterase inhibitors on human arteries in
vitro. Br J Anaesth 1996; 76: 122—129

4) Hemida MR, Brum JM, Estafanous FG, Khairallah PA,
Shamloula M, El-Kasstawy B: Role of nitric oxide in sys-
temic hemodynamic responses to dobutamine, epinephrine,
and amrinone. J Cardiothorac Vasc Anesth 1995; 9: 627—
633

5) Alousi AA, Farah AE, Lesher GY, Opalka CJ Jr:

Cardiotonic activity of amrinone: Win 40680 [5-amino-
3,4’-bipyridine-6 (1H) -one]. Circ Res 1979; 45: 666—
677

6) Adelstein RS, Sellers JR, Conti MA, Pato MD, de
Lanerolle P: Regulation of smooth muscle contractile pro-
teins by calmodulin and cyclic AMP. Fed Proc 1982; 41:
2873—-2878

7) Honerjager P: Pharmacology of positive inotropic phos-
phodiesterase III inhibitors. Eur Heart J 1989; 10 (Suppl C) :
C25—-C31

8) Meisheri KD, Palmer RF, Van Breemen C: The effects of
amrinone on contractility, Ca**uptake and cAMP in
smooth muscle. Eur J Pharmacol 1980; 61: 159—165

9) Lee TS, Hou X: Comparative vasoactive effects of amri-
none on systemic and pulmonary arteries in rabbits. Chest
1995; 108: 1364—1367

10) Clarke WR, Soltow LO: Amrinone causes vasodilation by
both endothelium-dependent and endothelium-independent

J Cardiol 1999; 33: 13-19



12)

mechanisms in small pulmonary arteries. Am Rev Respir
Dis 1991; 143: A773 (abstr)

Gray DW, Marshall I: Novel signal transduction pathway
mediating endothelium-dependent beta-adrenoceptor
vasorelaxation in rat thoracic aorta. Br J Pharmacol 1992;
107: 684—690

Cardillo C, Kilcoyne CM, Quyyumi AA, Cannon RO,
Panza JA: Selective defect in nitric oxide synthesis may
explain the impaired endothelium-dependent vasodilation
in patients with essential hypertension. Circulation 1998 ;
97: 851856

13) WHE ¥, fRE 6 A XREFKRICZVT ST

J Cardiol 1999; 33: 13-19

14)

15)

16)

Amrinone D M ELRIER & —BLER 19

L) 7 Y ORRRER. EHELEE 1992; 2: 693-396
KNES, BEHES, BT, TILHE, &8 M,
WIH ', FEE—, #HEARHEX: 740/ OB
EHERBRD A A =X 4, FEHELER 1990; 18:
2211-2218

Lawless ST, Zaritsky A, Miles M: The acute pharmacoki-
netics and pharmacodynamics of amrinone in pediatric
patients. J Clin Pharmacol 1991; 31: 800—803

Kubo SH, Rector TS, Bank AJ, Williams RE, Heifetz SM:
Endothelium-dependent vasodilation is attenuated in
patients with heart failure. Circulation 1991; 84: 1589—
1596



